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STRATEGIES AND RESULTS

The Ross Street House is Wisconsin's first LEED Platinum single-
family home, designed as a dream home for the owners who
both actively led the design and build. Careful attention to the
home's scale helps it blend into neighboring 1960's homes. The
site design promotes natural rainwater permeability, and the
landscape plan relies on natural rainfall and includes rainwater
collection for vegetable garden irrigation. The homeowners feel
"the LEED for Homes program offered a structure to help us
through the process." Additionally, the third-party performance
testing during construction resulted in finding and fixing
problems before drywall was installed and it was too late.

PROJECT BASICS
Project Type

LEED Facts

Ross Street House

Conditioned Space
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Certification Awarded July 2009 Construction Type

102"
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EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE

The home exhibits passive solar and daylighting design elements.
The southern face features a fixed exterior sun louver designed to
allow the sun to penetrate deep into the home during winter
while shading the windows in summer.

To reduce air leakage, the envelope consisted of wood framing
with spray foam applied to a 2" thickness in walls and 6" in the
ceiling. Additional high-density batts were added as well,
contributing to an energy-efficient shell. In post-occupancy
testing, the home performs even better than predicted, with an
effective HERS rating of 23 vs. the initial HERS rating of 42.
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